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JOSEPH LAUFER: A DEAR FRIEND
HON. HAIM

COHN*

I met with Laufer for the first time in the early fifties at
Harvard Law School. David Cavers, who then acted as Associate
Dean, had been looking for a comparative lawyer of academic
standing, to head the newly established Harvard-Israel Cooperative
Legislative Research Project. The main purpose of that Project was
to provide the necessary research material for the promotion of
effective, progressive and well-informed legislation in the new State
of Israel (which at that time had no legal research facilities of
its own). The man needed for that job had not only to be at home
in all branches of lawyers' law, but had also to be up-to-date on
legislative developments all over the free world-and, as if that
order had not been enough, it was highly desirable for him to have
a working knowledge of the Hebrew language and the Hebrew
legal tradition.
Cavers had known Laufer from Duke Law School, and he
brought him over to Harvard. He was an immediate success:
although an outsider as far as his academic assignments were
concerned, he soon occupied a place of honor and esteem among
that great faculty, and his contribution to the progress and
evolution of Israeli legislation is well nigh invaluable. It was his
legal erudition and idealistic devotion that earned the Cooperative
Research Project a high standing and excellent reputation both
at Harvard and in Israel.
I was fortunate enough to win in him and his wife Lily
intimate personal friends. The hospitality they so warmly extended
to me both in Cambridge and in Buffalo is among my most
cherished memories. Laufer's great scholarship and academic integrity is matched only by his warm humanity, his straightforward
simplicity, and a modesty and humility that you find only among
the greatest.

0 Justice, Supreme Court of Israel.

